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Eagle Point: Fulfilling a Vision
by Anton Vetterlein, President
Last year Portland fulfilled a 100 year-old vision: the
acquisition of Eagle Point on Terwilliger Parkway. Eagle
Point is a prominent knoll on the east side of the parkway
near the entrance to the VA Medical Center. Early plans for
the parkway by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architects
and their protégé, Portland Parks superintendent Emanuel
Mische, featured Eagle Point as a major viewpoint. But the
one acre property was privately owned and already had a
house on it.
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Monthly Ivy Removal
Workparties
2nd Saturday of the month
May 10: 9:00 - noon
June 9: 9:00 - noon
Meet each time at
SW Terwilliger Blvd and
SW Hamilton St.
Tools, gloves and snacks are
all provided!
No regular work parties in
July and August. We'll start
again in September.

Volunteer Needs
Newsletter
Editor/Manager

One of the views through the trees from Eagle Point

The various occupants were good stewards who
appreciated their Terwilliger location and maintained the
property’s native tree canopy and natural character. When
the last owner needed to sell the property, he negotiated to
sell it to Portland so that it could become part of the
Parkway. The city used money accrued from System
Development Charges to make the purchase with the
assistance of Trust for Public Lands. Friends of Terwilliger
advocated strongly for the purchase, to preserve this
notable site that contributes to the natural beauty of the
parkway.
The Parks Bureau budget currently has no funds to develop
the viewpoint. Friends of Terwilliger will continue to
advocate for the eventual realization of the one hundred
year old vision of its famous designer.
We're working on a preview event at the property this
fall. Save the date - Saturday, September 27 - and
watch for more information later this summer!

Use your writing, design,
and/or organization skills to
help improve our
communications with
present and future Terwilliger
Parkway fans.

Grant-Writing
Assistance
Help us enhance the
Parkway through identifying
grant possibilities, writing
and/or editing grants.

Ivy Removal /
Restoration Workers
Join a crew, lead a crew, or
help planning priorities and
monitoring results

Thanks to All
Volunteers!
During 2013 our volunteers
donated 1,815 hours of time
to the Parkway. That
included 992 hours of
restoration work, with ivy
removal, planting and
related efforts. The
remaining 823 hours went
primarily toward advocacy
and outreach efforts.

Parkway Improvements Greenway Projects
Beginning construction this April and May will be two City
Neighborhood Greenway projects along SW Terwilliger
Boulevard, just north of the Terwilliger-Barbur intersection.
Closest to that intersection, a large “Green Street” feature
designed by the Bureau of Environmental Services will be
installed at SW Caldew Drive and SW 7th Avenue. This
improvement will better define and separate the
intersections of SW Caldew Drive and SW 7th Avenue, and
a large swale will be landscaped with native plants. The
area was identified back in 1983 as a needed improvement
within the Terwilliger Parkway Corridor Plan.
There's more happening just a
bit further up Terwilliger, at the
intersections with SW
Chestnut Street and SW 6th
Avenue. The present grassy
island will be reconfigured with
Green Street swales, improved
pedestrian crossings, two-way
traffic turning on SW 6th, and a
re-landscaped island with
native plants. (See diagram at left. And see more
background on the entire project on our website.)

Spring Native
Flowers aren't normally what
comes to mind when we
think of Oregon Grape, but
this spring seems to have
brought an extra-effusive
load of yellow blossom
clusters.

.

Spring Invasive

Friends of Terwilliger coordinated with the Bureaus of
Transportation, Environmental Services, and Parks, as well
as the Hillsdale Neighborhood Association, regarding the
project locations and amenities. As a result, the swale
design at SW Caldew and SW 7th incorporates the
foundation for a southern Terwilliger Parkway "gateway"
sign, planned to match the north gateway sign installed at
Duniway Park during our Centennial. We are currently
looking for funding to complete the sign.

Garlic mustard is not widely
seen along the Parkway and we'd like to keep it that
way! Using lessons from
other parts of the country,
the city has been proactive
over the past few years in
trying to stem this new
invader. The Bureau of
Environmental Services
website has a good
overview, with tips on how to
identify and remove the
plant. Join the effort!

These Neighborhood Greenway projects will significantly
enhance the Parkway visually at these prominent locations,
substantially improve pedestrian / bicycle
safety, and enhance water quality through storm water
management.

Who We Are

Parkway Improvements Restoration
Have you heard chain saws in the park??
Don't worry, the forest isn't being logged! From now
through June, the Bureau of Environmental Services is
cutting ivy and clematis from heavily infested trees in
parts of Terwilliger Parkway and adjoining Marquam
Nature Park. Crews are using machetes, chainsaws,
and pruners. Much of the work will be occurring on
steep slopes that aren't practical or safe for our
volunteer crews to reach. These large vines add
tremendous weight to the treetops and can accelerate
the decline of this important tree canopy. The "up in the
sky" ivy vines are also more likely to bear seeds, which
are then spread by birds throughout the area.

Celebrate Your Birthday and
Help the Parkway!
That's exactly what board member Robin Vesey did this
summer for her 60th – invited friends to clear tree ivy in the
Parkway. In just 3 hours, party-goers had cleared 190 trees
of ivy. That's 6 trees per person!! Thanks to all. Our trees
are loving the non-ivy look.

Ongoing restoration work continues monthly. In 2013, we
hosted 14 work parties with groups from Hands on Greater
Portland, Multnomah County Alternative Community
Service, Homestead Neighborhood Association, Portland
Parks and Rec Youth Crew, and University of Portland. In
all, our volunteers contributed over 1800 hours to the
Parkway.
Do you have an office or friends' group that would like to
host a special party? Check out our web site for the dates
and times of our monthly work parties. Or call Robin at 503293-1069 to discuss possibilities. We're always open to any
ideas that help benefit Portland's beloved linear park.
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Friends of Terwilliger is an
active group of volunteers
dedicated to protecting and
enhancing the scenic
corridor character of
Terwilliger Parkway. Learn
more about the organization
and the history of the
Parkway on our website.
Questions or suggestions?
Email
info@TerwilligerFriends.org

Donate!
All donations go directly to
support our restoration,
advocacy and outreach
efforts.

Donate online
TerwilligerFriends.org/donate
Have a Fred Meyer
Rewards card?
Help us earn corporate
donations by enrolling in
Fred Meyer's Community
Rewards program.
Just follow this link and
select organization code
86183 for Friends of
Terwilliger. The regular
reward points and rebates
you earn for your own use
won't be reduced - but we'll
earn a share of their
community donations.
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